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O 'Ocog Iwavvng o Epnuitng
& 1 O Oolog Iwavvng o Epnuitng yevvnBnke tov 16°
awwva otnv Alyunto, amd TnV omola avaxwpnoe
podl pe GAAOUG HOVOXOUG YL VO TIEPACEL ATIO TNV
Kompo, Tn Mikp& Acia, To vnot tng fandou kat oTto
= TEAOG 0TO XwPLO ACwYLpEG ZeAivou, OTIOU OOKNTEV-
. ooV 0TO OTIRAQIO TOL ZOUPE Kal O GAAC OTIOPEPD
© omAata. O Iwdvvng 6pwg emibupovos va {HoeL os
§ aTOAUTN ATIOPOVWAN, YU AUTO KOL ATIOPACLOE VO
' PUYEL oo ToV ACWYUPE, APAVOVTAG TIOW TOU TOUG
urntoAoutoug MNatepeg. Katd tnv Stadpopr Tou pog 1o AKPWTHPL TWV Xaviwy,
0 Aylog Siepelve yla Tpia xpovia ato otnAato TG MapaBokepdiag Kioapovu.
AToSelEn NG kel Tapovaoiog Tou gival Kot N vTapén oxLOUNG 0To PPAxo, Ao
TNV omola TPEXEL VEPO-AYIOOUD, O SATIAVNTO ALWVEG TWPA KAl avTAEiTal amod
XIALASEG KOOPOU TIPOG EVAOYIA KOL AYLOTUO.
2Tn OUVEXELD OUVEXLOE TNV TIOPEIX TOL TIPOG To AkpwTtnpt Xaviwv. Ekel Bprke
€va oTINAQLO OTIOL Ko €{N0€ Yl TIOAAA XPOVIa, WOTIov TNV 6n OkTwfpiov Tou
1632, povevbnke katd AdBog amod to TOE0 VoG Kuvnyov.
H EkkAnoia pog Tipd tTn pviun touv Ociov Iwavvou tou Epnuitn kot Twv umo-
Aoinwv 98 Oeopopwv Mateépwv atig 7 OkTwPpiov.

To ZrtRAawo Ogiov Iwawou TOV Epmu'tou
To XmnAao Ociov Iwdvvou tou Epnuitou :
Bploketal oto xwpld MapabokepdAia Ki-
OQMOL KOl TINPE TO OVOUA TOV OO TN Tal-
papovr) ¢ auto Tou Ociov Iwdvvou Tou
Epnuitouv oAA& kot To pkpo vaod Tov Bpi-
okeTal €l TNC 10050V TOL oTtnAaiov.
To omAAQLO €lval PWTEWVO KOl UEYOAOTIPE-
O, TIAVAPXALO Kol ETUPANTLIKO, €XEL XW-
pnTkoTNTa 3.000 - 4.000 ATOPWVY KAl Lt
OTIAVLO TIAVOPAULKN BE& 0TO KAUTIO Tou KoAupBapiov.
2TOUG TIPOXPLOTIAVIKOUG XPOVOUG XPNOLUOTIONONKE, TIBAVWG, WG XWPOG Aa-
Tpelag Twv Bewv. Emi ToupkokpaTiag AElTOUpyNOE €KEl TO KPUPO OXOAELO TNG
TLEPLOXNG KOl poceouvow Ta TSI YPAPPOTO.

- : JAMEPA QTOTEAEL TOTIO AXTPEIOG KAl TIPOTEUXAG.
KaBnpepwvda teAovvtal Slapopeg Llepeg akoAouBieg
Kol puotnpla (yauol - Bagtioelg). Tnv mapapovn
TwV XpLOTOUyEWWVY TeAgital n vuktepvn O. Agt-
 Toupyio, pe TNV avamapAaoTaon TNG EATVNG, TWV
TIOLEVWVY KOL TWV OYYEAWVY, UE TN CUMUETOXN XL-
AGSwWV TIoOTWV.

Holy Saint John the Hermit
Saint John the Hermit was born in Egypt in the §
16th century. He left Egypt with an additional 98
monks to travel to Cyprus, to Asia Minor, to the
island of Gavdos and finally to the village of Azo- F
gire in Selinou, Crete where they practiced their £
religion in the cave of Zoure and in other remote §
caves. However, Saint John wanted to live in ab- &
solute isolation, thus he decided to leave Azo- &
gire, leaving behind the rest of the monks. On his
way to Akrotiri, Chania, Saint John remained in the cave of Marathoskefala, Kissa-
mos for three years. Proof of Saint John's presence in the cave is the existance of
the crevice in the stone where holy water has been dripping for centuries which
is drunk by thousands of worshipers as a blessing.
Later, he continued his journey towards Akrotiri, Chania. There, he found a cave
where he lived in, for many years, until October 6, 1632 when he was accidentally
killed by a hunter’s bow.
The Church honors the memory of Saint John the Hermit and the rest of the 98
Divine Fathers on October 7th.

The Cave of Saint John the Hermit
¥>:: The Cave of Saint John the Hermit is locat-
=~ ed in the village of Marathoskefala, Kissa-
mos. The cave and the small church located
to the right of the entrance were named af-

The cave is bright and majestic, ancient and
% imposing with a rare panoramic view of the
plain of Kolimbari. Furthermore, it has a ca-
pacity of 3,000-4,000 people.

In pre-Christian times, it was probably used as a place of worship of the gods.
During the Ottoman occupation, the secret school functioned where the children
of the area were taught in secrecy.

Today the cave is a place of worship and prayer. Every day, there are various ec-
clesiastical services along with weddings and baptisms. On Christmas Eve, there
is nightly service with the representation of the
manger with shepherds and angels and the par-
ticipation of thousands of worshipers.




